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Prez Says 
 

September proved to me that, in a couple of cases, going from “Hero 

to Zero” can happen in the blink of an eye. 

  

Case 1: A number of members fished two different events this last 

month on Lake Ray Roberts. The first of which was the “2013 North Texas 

Bass Club Challenge”. In this challenge, the Bass Club of Fort Worth took on 

the Bass Club of North Texas. I don’t have the final results, but what I can tell 

you is that BCFW took home the trophy! And, to top it off, the winner of the 

tournament was in the back of my boat. Randy Williams won the tournament! 

Of course yours truly also took home a little pocket change for the day, as did 

a number of our members. 

So there we were… Hero’s… Randy & I… Next up was the 3rd 

Annual Bass Clubs of Texas Top 6 Tournament, put on by Fun-n-Sun. There 

were two teams fielded by BCFW. Team A, the “Dream Team”, consisted of 

Rodger Malone, Jack Pullar, Danny Pounds, Jeff Grainger, Randy Williams, 

and me. Team B consisted of Gene Rogers, David Knapp, Mike Woods, Chris 

McClain, Aaron McAlexander, and Hershul Smith. (Team B was overheard 

many times saying that their only goal was to beat Team A, More on that 

later.) On the night before the tournament, there was a meeting in which boat 

numbers were assigned for the launch order. Roger Malone drew the boat 

numbers for our team. Wouldn’t you know it, one of the 3 numbers that Roger 

drew was the lucky number 1 boat. And to top it off, it was decided that 

Randy & I would use that number since we had a “Spot” that had produced 

the day before. “Are you kidding me!! The Number 1 boat in the big show!!” 

Randy & I truly felt like the tournament gods were smiling upon us that day. 

Hero’s… 

Now, here it comes, the Zero part. And I literally mean the ZERO part. 

The next day, Randy & I were the only boat out of our team that came back in 

with ZERO fish. In fact, we were the only boat, out of the nine boats from our 

club, which zeroed. Talk about a fall from grace! Hero to Zero… 
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Case 2: Our June tournament this year was held on Lake Tawakoni. It was the best tournament of the 

year, at that point. Out of the 58 who fished, 47 weighed in fish. There were 26 limits brought in that day. The 

average weight per fish was 2.95lbs. The average weight per angler was 5.59lbs. And, the average weight per 

stringer was 6.90lbs! I guess one could say that Tawakoni was a Hero that day! In fact, for the first time that I 

can remember, that day was so engrained in our memory that we voted it in for a second tournament in the 

same year. In everyone’s eyes, Tawakoni was the place for September Stringers. A real Hero… 

 

Now, as we all know by the time of this writing, September’s tournament played out a tad bit 

differently. Out of the 47 who fished, 13 weighed in fish. There were 0 limits brought in that day. In fact, only 

19 fish were weighed in! The average weight per fish was 2.74lbs. The average weight per angler was 1.18lbs. 

And, the average weight per stringer was 4.01lbs. Hero to Zero… 

 

Switching gears a little, I want to send a huge Congratulation out to BCFW’s Team B at the Bass Clubs 

of Texas Top 6 Tournament. They placed 3
rd

 in the field of 27 teams! They also handily achieved their goal of 

beating Team A, who finished 12
th

. So hats off to you guys for stepping up and representing the Bass Club of 

Fort Worth on such a challenging day!! 

 

 

 

Mark Wendler 

 

President, Bass Club of Fort Worth  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                      Meeting notes 
A FRIENDLY REMINDER FROM TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR HERSHULL SMITH: 

You must sign in at the BCFW mailbox if you have NOT paid your entry fee at the meeting prior to the 

tournament you are fishing. Please note that failure to do so may result in a penalty and loss of weight. 
 

 The next club meeting will be Thursday, October 5, 2013, 7:00 pm, at Coors Distribution Center 

Hospitality Room. 

 

+ If you would like your information in the newsletter. Please email charles_duewall@sbcglobal.net 

BCFW Tournament Trail 

October 13, 2013, on Lake Palestine 

Weigh in: Flat Creek Public Ramp 

Statewide Regulations Apply 

Remember your fish must larger than 14 inch. 

Hershull Smith is our Tournament Director: 

 There will be no more bags for weigh in. It will now be conducted with the cork system. There will only be 15 
available and you must have one to weigh in. 

 Stay out of: NO BOAT AREAS; 1st time Warning; 2nd time disqualification. 

 Running lights must be on until dawn. This violation is grounds for disqualification and a State law. 

 Stay out of: NO BOAT AREAS; 1st time Warning; 2nd time disqualification. 

 You must be at least 50 from swim areas and cannot tie up to buoys. 

 Please observe NO WAKE AREAS. 

 Also, it helps to pay for the tournament well before weigh-in. At the meeting is ideal, but before the weigh-in 
starts cuts down on the mayhem during. 

 If you pre-pay for a tournament at the meeting and find you cannot make the tournament, contact any club 
officer before 8:00 PM the Friday before fishing to carry over fees to the next tournament. 

 If you leave the tournament early, either sign out at the mailbox or let someone know you are leaving. 

 Weigh-in is at 3:30 PM unless changed. Make sure the tournament director or assistant knows you are on time, 
especially if there is a line to weigh fish. 

 Rule #16: There is a 3 fish limit, unless lake rules demand less. Each contestant must bring no more than 3 fish 
to weigh-in. Fish shall be in weigh-in bags or containers with sufficient water to keep the fish in good condition 
until they are released. Failure to do so shall result in a 1 pound penalty
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Lake Palestine 
From Texas 31 in Chandler, turn south on FM 315, Ramp is on the left at end 0f the third bridge 

(Flat Creek).    B2 is Flat Creek 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Rule Changes 

Article VI 

Section 2: a. Each officer shall be elected for a term of one year. The President shall 

appoint an officer committee in September to begin recruiting possible officer candidates 
for nomination in November. The officers shall be elected by majority ballot of the Members in 
good standing who are present at the regular December meeting. 
b. Candidates for the office of President must have served as an Officer of the 
Club for a minimum of one (1) year. 
c. If no candidate for an office receives a majority vote, the two (2) candidates with 
the most number of votes shall be in a run-off at the December meeting. 
d. The date, time, and place of the regular December meeting, shall be announced 
by mail or email to all eligible members. 
e. All voting for Club officers shall be accomplished by Secret Ballot. 
f. A majority ballot as defined in Robert’s Rules of Order and this Constitution is 
fifty percent (50%) plus one (1). 

 

Rule Change 

 Add G: Board members-at-large cannot serve more than two consecutive years in that 

position. 

  

Article XI 

Section 2: Weight will be accumulated in pounds and hundredths. A points system will be used 
to determine standings within the club. Tournament points will be awarded with 100 points for 
1st, 99 for 2nd, etc. All contestants not weighing fish shall receive 15 point less than last place 
stringer.  A member paying an entry fee, but not fishing the tournament will be awarded 
the same amount of points as someone who fished the tournament but did not weigh a 
fish. A total points list and weight list will be available at each meeting showing the Big Bass of 
the month, Big Bass of the year, and total weight for the year. The Total weight program each 
year will run from January 1, to December 31, inclusive, but will exclude the Classic and any 
special or prestige tournaments. 
 
Rule Change 
 
If you do not fish in the Tournament, you will be awarded NO tournament points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Article XI 
 
No present rule 
 
Rule Change 
 

No club member can pay for more than two tournaments toward Classic qualification.  i.e. you 

must fish at least five tournaments to be eligible for the Classic Tournament.  

 

If adopted, this affects Section 6.  Those persons who pay entry fees monthly for seven (7) or 

more Tournaments. 

Article XI 

New Rule: 

If you prepay for a tournament & can’t fish the tournament, you have three (3) options 

regarding your entry fee. 

1 Ask for refund.  Must be done by 8:00 pm the day before the tournament. 

2 Have your entry fee rolled over to the next tournament.  Must be done by 8:00 pm 

the day before the tournament.  

3 Use entry fee for Classic qualification. (no more than twice) 

Present Rule 
 
5. Non-prepaid contestants are required to sign in before fishing or a 1-pound penalty from 
weight board will be deducted. No sign-in is necessary if entry fee is paid at the meeting 
immediately preceding the tournament. Anyone prepaying and not able to fish may have their 
entry fee refunded or carried forward to the next tournament only if they contact the 
Tournament Director or any club officer by 8:00pm on the day before the tournament. (They 
may also rollover their entry fee to the next tournament or just leave it in and have it 
count toward Classic qualification and/or points.) 
 
Rule Change 
 

They may also have their entry fee counted toward Classic Qualification. (See Section ____ 

Tournament) 

 

Article XI 
 

Present Rule 

 
Section 3: Any club participation in a prestige tournament, participants shall be determined by 
selecting the top eligible members on the points standing at the end of the club year prior to the 
competition. When a Top Six are invited to fish in a special tournament and our club 
tournament falls on the same weekend, the club may vote to move the club tournament date so 
the Top Six may have the opportunity to fish the special tournament.  



 

 

Rule Change 
 

When a Top Six are invited to fish in a special or prestige tournament the participants shall be 

determined by selecting the top eligible members from the point standings at the end of the club 

year prior to the competition.  The club may elect to pay their entry fee.  Club participation in 

other invitational tournament (Club Challenge, ect.) is open to all members.  If the club is 

officiated with other fishing organization (Bass Federation, ect.) any championships that 

organization may have and will be considered a prestige tournament.  If any special or prestige 

tournament confects with the Club’s normal Tournament date, the Club may vote to change that 

date. 

 

Current: 
 
Section 6: Each member will be awarded a ten point bonus to their yearly points total 
for each meeting attended. It will be the responsibility of each club member to ensure 
that he/she has 
signed/checked the attendance roster. 
Proposed: 
Section 6: Each member will be awarded a five point bonus to their yearly points total 
for each meeting attended. It will be the responsibility of each club member to ensure 
that he/she has 
signed/checked the attendance roster. 
 
Current: 
27. Each contestant will receive a two tenths (0.2) pound penalty off total stringer 
weight for each dead fish weighed in at the tournament (under Tournament Directors 
discretion). The two-tenth (0.2) pound penalty also applies to a dead “Big Bass”. 
Proposed: 
27. Each contestant will receive a one (1) pound penalty off total stringer weight for 
each dead fish weighed in at the tournament (under Tournament Directors discretion). 
The one (1) pound penalty also applies to a dead “Big Bass”. The dead fish penalty 
may be in addition to the one pound penalty specified in rule 16 for insufficient water in 
the weigh bag to maintain fish condition. 
 
Current: 
7. All contestants must check in with the Tournament Director or Assistant Tournament 
Director by the deadline in order weigh fish caught in the tournament. It is not 
necessary to bring fish for check-in. 
Proposed: 
7. All contestants must check in with the Tournament Director or Assistant Tournament 
Director by the deadline in order weigh fish caught in the tournament. Fish must not be 
brought to weigh in line until the contestant has acquired a weigh in token or other 
designated device. 
 
Current: 
16. There will be a three (3) fish limit, unless lake rules demand less. Each contestant 



 

 

must bring only three (3) fish to weigh in. Fish shall be in weigh-in bags or containers 
with sufficient water to keep fish in good condition until they are released. Failure to do 
so shall result in a one pound penalty from total weight. 
Proposed: 
16. There will be a five (5) fish limit, unless lake rules demand less. Each contestant 
must bring only five (5) fish to weigh in. Fish shall be in weigh-in bags or containers 
with sufficient water to keep fish in good condition until they are released. Failure to do 
so shall result in a one pound penalty from total weight. 
 

 


