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“It was the Best of Times… It was the Worst of Times…” That 

statement just about sums up our Lake Fork tournament for a number of 

participants. There is just something so wrong about having to release a 

freshly caught 9lb+ bass, and not putting it in your livewell, when you’re 

fishing a tournament. “You’ve got to be kidding me…a 9lb bass that only 

measures 22?” I must have measured that fish 10 different ways and it never 

exceeded the initial 22”. And, from the Dock Talk that I heard, I was not the 

only one who had the pleasure of this experience. Oh well, I guess the bass at 

Fork are schooled to grow up short. (Yes, the pun was intended. Lol)  

Ok, enough with the rant and on to the statistics. What a turnout we 

had!! 72 Anglers were there looking for the fish of a lifetime. Sadly, no one 

found an over. But, over half caught at least one, and 16 anglers had a 3 fish 

limit. Arthur Tucker was one of those 16. He came to the scales with 5.73lbs, 

winning the tournament, and capturing his first check of the year. Right 

behind him, with 5.01lbs, was our 2
nd

 Place winner Bob Aldert. And, 

rounding out our top three was Gene Rodgers with a 3
rd

 place stringer of 

4.58lbs. Gene also happened to have the tournaments 1
st
 Place Big Bass of 

2.62lbs. Our 2
nd

 Place Big Bass of 2.37lb belonged to “One Fish” Frank 

Chaloupka who continues to cash checks on a single catch. And lastly our 3
rd

 

Place Big Bass of 2.20lbs was weighed in by Carol Coggins. Our Top Lady 

Angler for the day was Karla Pollock, who had a 7
th

 Place finish with a 4.15lb 

stringer. 

Our next regular tournament of the year is being held at Cedar Creek 

on April 13
th

.  Good Luck & as always, Be Safe & Be Courteous!!  
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Meeting notes 
A FRIENDLY REMINDER FROM TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR HERSHULL SMITH: 

You must sign in at the BCFW mailbox if you have NOT paid your entry fee at the meeting prior to the 

tournament you are fishing. Please note that failure to do so may result in a penalty and loss of weight. 

When we are weighing in fish and taking money, please do not ask how much was my weigh in 

today.  After we finish weighing everyone, I will be happy to give you all the information you need.  

When you come up to weigh in, you must have one of Hershulls culling balls. Please do not bring up 

your fish without one of these. 

 The next club meeting will be Thursday, April 4, 2013, 7:00 pm, at Coors Distribution Center 

Hospitality Room. 

 If you would like your information in the newsletter, Please email charles_duewall@sbcglobal.net 

BCFW Tournament Trail 

April 13, 2013, on Cedar Creek 

Weigh in: Caney Creek 

Statewide Regulations Apply 

Remember your fish must be 14 inch or greater. 

Hershull Smith is our new Tournament Director: 

 There will be no more bags for weigh in. It will now be conducted with the cork system. There will only be 15 
available and you must have one to weigh in. 

 Stay out of: NO BOAT AREAS; 1st time Warning; 2nd time disqualification. 

 Running lights must be on until dawn. This violation is grounds for disqualification and a State law. 

 Stay out of: NO BOAT AREAS; 1st time Warning; 2nd time disqualification. 

 You must be at least 50 from swim areas and cannot tie up to buoys. 

 Please observe NO WAKE AREAS. 

 Also, it helps to pay for the tournament well before weigh-in. At the meeting is ideal, but before the weigh-in 
starts cuts down on the mayhem during. 

 If you pre-pay for a tournament at the meeting and find you cannot make the tournament, contact any club 
officer before 8:00 PM the Friday before fishing to carry over fees to the next tournament. 

 If you leave the tournament early, either sign out at the mailbox or let someone know you are leaving. 

 Weigh-in is at 3:30 PM unless changed. Make sure the tournament director or assistant knows you are on time, 
especially if there is a line to weigh fish. 

 Rule #16: There is a 3 fish limit, unless lake rules demand less. Each contestant must bring no more than 3 fish 
to weigh-in. Fish shall be in weigh-in bags or containers with sufficient water to keep the fish in good condition 
until they are released. Failure to do so shall result in a 1 pound penalty. 
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